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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 12/01/2006 has been entered. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to Claims 1-23, 45 and 46 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of applicant's 
invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., page 10 line 18 "For example, at 
step S1401 , the user enters the receiver number and ID number of the broadcast receiver. At step S1 043, 
the terminal number and ID number of the remote terminal 508 and the receiver number and ID number 
of the broadcast receiver are transmitted") are not recited in the rejected Claim(s). Although the Claims 
are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the Claims. 
See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Applicant argues on page 1 1 in the remarks that Ellis et al. (1) fails to disclose or suggest at least 
the claimed features in claims 1,12 and 23 and (2) that there has been no showing of any indication of 
motivation in the cited documents that would lead one having ordinary skill in the art to arrive at such 
features. 

(Response) First, applicant should note that claims 1,12 and 23 are rejected under 35 (JSC 102 
that do not require motivation. Secondly, applicant has not provided any specific citations of what Ellis 
fails to teach in claims 1,12 and 23. As a result, applicant arguments are not persuasive. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-23 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ellis et al (US 
2005/0028208 A1). 

Regarding Claims 1,12 and 23 Ellis discloses a broadcast receiver (FIG.2a, -22) with 
corresponding method and storage medium storing a program (FIG. 3, -31) comprising: 

a receiving unit (FIG. 3, -28) adapted to receive, from a broadcasting wave (FIG.1, -18), a 
broadcast signal including management data (FIG.3, -26, Video and EPG data, EPG and 
associated control functions is management data) which is generated by a broadcaster in 
accordance with information of the broadcast receiver and an external terminal, inputted from the 
external terminal (Para 71 lines 1-11, Para 110 lines 1-16, the EPG and related management 
data is generated in accordance with information of the broadcast receiver, FIG.2a, 22, and an 
external terminal 24, inputted from the external terminal when user indicates a desire to access 
program guide features by sending commands from the remote terminal to broadcaster through 
the broadcast receiver), the broadcast signal being a transport stream (MPEG video consumed 
as it is received; Para 84 lines 8-9) generated by multiplexing (sending a plurality of 
information/data through a communication link) the management data (program guide 
management data, i.e., data used to manage the television equipment, e.g. EPG user input 
commands, etc) with video data and audio data, the management data including at least 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,866 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2623 

identification information (disclosed as STB name/location/coordination information; Para 214 
lines 12-17; Para 217 lines 1-4; Para 220 lines 4-8; Para 191; Para 87 lines 1-5; in which Ellis 
teaches it is desirable to identify the multiple television equipments the user has access to in 
order to control specific receivers, e.g., for controlling which receiver records a program, or has a 
parental lock enabled) for identifying the broadcast receiver and control information (program 
guide information, such as request, commands, listings data, and/or coordination information, 
etc.) for controlling the broadcast receiver with video data and audio data; 

a communication unit (FIG.3, -37) adapted to communicate with the external terminal in a 
communication system (FIG.3, -19, FIG.2c, -22, Para 76) different from a broadcasting wave 
system (FIG.3, -26, Ethernet is different from MPEG transport communication); 

an extraction unit adapted to extract the control information (interactive program guide 
profile, screen, poll/status, and/or reminder information) from the management data, which is 
acquired in de-multiplexing the received broadcast signal (Para 80, 90, 26 - FIG.3; Ellis teaches a 
user request poll/command is sent to the identified user equipment 22 from the remote access 
device 24, and the command data that is inherently extracted/demulitplexed from the signal 20 by 
the demodulating/receiving circuitry of the terminal 22 in order to access the real-time data 
streams, (inter alia) causes, i.e., controls by function, the access device 24 to display program 
guide information generated at the terminal 22, according to user set filtering controls; Para 126 
lines 4-9; Para 137; Para 204; Para 214 lines 12-17; Para 217 lines 1-4; Para 220; Para 125 lines 
1-3; Para 130 lines 8-16; Para 136 lines 1-5; Para 160 Para 172 lines 2-6); 

a generating unit adapted to generate information data for transmitting to the external 
terminal (the communication unit of 22 generates communication data for transmission to remote 
device 24), in accordance with the control information extracted by the extraction unit (the 
command data that is extracted from the signal 20 (inter alia) causes, i.e., controls by function, 
the access device 24 to display program guide information generated at the terminal 22, 
according to user set filtering controls; Para 126 lines 4-9; Para 137; Para 204; Para 214 lines 12- 
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17; Para 217 lines 1-4; Para 220; Para 125 lines 1-3; Para 130 lines 8-16; Para 136 lines 1-5; 
Para 160, Para 172 lines 2-6); and 

a control unit adapted to control (control circuitry 42 - FIG.4) to make the communication 
unit transmit the information data (the control circuitry controls the equipment 22 to transmit the 
requested information data, e.g., EPG, profile data, status information, etc., to the remote device 
24; Para 111 lines 6-11; Para 88 lines 3-7; Para 102 lines 11-12; Para 103 Iine6-Para 104 line 2). 

Regarding Claims 2 and 13, Ellis further discloses the information data includes the 
display data for being displayed on a display unit of the external terminal (FIG.5, 52, Para 92 lines 
11-15, Para 110 lines 1-9). 

Regarding Claims 3 and 14, Ellis further discloses the display data is data for displaying 
an operation assistance screen for assisting an operation (program guide web page, menu, 
listing, settings screen, etc.) of the external terminal (FIG. 17-20; FIG.38; Para 101 lines 15-17; 
Para 115; Para 117; Para 122; Para 127; Para 130; Para 134; Para 137 lines 7-14; Para 154). 

Regarding Claims 4 and 15, Ellis further discloses the operation assistance screen 
assists at least one operation of a record operation and a record reservation operation (Ellis 1 
accessing program record scheduling functions reads on both; FIG. 19, Para 163) and a viewing 
reservation (program reminder or PPV reservation) operation of video and audio data (television 
programming includes audio) of a program received by the broadcast receiver (FIG. 16, Para 155; 
FIG.20; Para 165), an operation of obtaining program information data (listings information) and 
data broadcast data of the program (additional information related to the listings, e.g., text, 
graphics, video), (FIG. 15; Para 103; Para 15 lines 1-6; Para 154; 310-FIG.7; 310-FIG.8), and a 
record operation of the data broadcast data of the program (Para 83 lines 1-3; Para 163; Para 
219). 
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Regarding Claims 5 and 16, Ellis further discloses an initial screen setting unit adapted to 
set information for structuring an initial screen (Ellis teaches access device 24 obtains the user 
, profile/favorites information which was previously setup at startup; 1900, 1910 -FIG. 18; Para 160- 
165 line 3; Para 126; Para 191 lines-18); and 

a storage unit adapted to store the initial screen setting information set by the initial 
screen setting unit (Ellis teaches profile/favorites data is stored; Para 161 lines 3-4; Para 101 
lines 26-27; Para 1 10 lines 3-4), 

wherein if the control information is initial screen transmission command information, the 
extraction unit extracts the initial screen setting information from the storage unit, the generating 
unit generates the display data in accordance with the initial screen setting information, and the 
control unit controls to transmit the display data to the external terminal (Ellis teaches retrieving 
and displaying the program information on the access device 24 at start-up and the user 
equipment 22 generates the program guide display data and transmits it to 24; Para 161 lines 10- 
14; 1925 & 1930-FIG.18; Para 162 lines 1-7; Para 110 lines 1-16; Para 109; Para 160). 

Regarding Claims 6 and 17, Ellis further discloses the broadcast signal contains program 
information data (program guide data) and the control information is command information for 
transmitting the program information data to the external terminal (Ellis discloses television 
distribution (broadcast) facility 16 transmits program guide data to user equipment 22 and access 
device 24 sends appropriate commands/request to 22 for transmitting the program guide data to 
24; Para 68 line 8-Para 69; Para 72 lines 6-12; Para 80 lines 2-4; Para 88 lines 3-9; Para 98 lines 
1-11 ; Para 99; Para 103; Para 107; Para 108 lines 1-3; Para 109; Para 110 lines 1-16; Para 111 
lines 6-9). 

Regarding Claims 7 and 18, Ellis further discloses the program information data is data 
regarding an electronic program guide EPG and contains information such as a channel name, a 
program name, a broadcast day and time, and information regarding program contents 
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(categories or additional information regarding information contained in the program) (FIG. 7, Para 
111 Iine6-Para 113). 

Regarding Claims 8 and 19, Ellis further discloses the broadcast signal contains data 
broadcast data (additional information related to the listings, e.g., text, graphics, video), and the 
control information is command information for transmitting the data broadcast 
data to the external terminal (Para 115 lines 1-6; Para 103; Para 154; 310-FIG.7; 310-FIG.8). 

Regarding Claims 9 and 20, Ellis further discloses the control unit controls to make said 
communication unit transmit the information data regarding the information data to the external 
terminal at a predetermined time (Para 72, Para 110 lines 1-16; Para 108 lines 1-6; Para 1 1 1 
lines 6-11). 

Regarding Claims 10 and 21 , Ellis further discloses the external terminal is a portable 
terminal capable of mobile communications (Para 92 lines 3-10). 

Regarding Claims 1 1 and 22, Ellis further discloses the control unit further controls an 
operation of the broadcast receiver in accordance with the control information (Para 107), and 
controls at least one operation of a record operation and a record reservation operation (Ellis 1 
accessing program record scheduling functions reads on both; FIG. 19, Para 163) and a viewing 
reservation (program reminder or PPV reservation) operation of video and audio data (television 
programming includes audio) of a program received by the broadcast receiver (FIG. 16, Para 155; 
FIG.20; Para 165), an operation of obtaining program information data (listings information) and 
data broadcast data of the program (additional information related to the listings, e.g., text, 
graphics, video), (FIG. 15; Para 103; Para 15 lines 1-6; Para 154; 310-FIG.7; 310-FIG.8), and a 
record operation of the data broadcast data of the program (Para 83 lines 1-3; Para 163; Para 
219). 
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Regarding Claim 45, Ellis further discloses the information of the broadcast receiver and 
an external terminal comprises (a) a unique identification number identifying the broadcast 
receiver (Para 70 lines 12-17, pay program account information, like smart card number, is a 
unique identification number for each receiver) and (b) a unique identification number identifying 
the external terminal (Para 71 lines 12-18, polling or client-server scheme inherently having a 
unique identification number, like IP address to identify each client which is a external terminal). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 46 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ellis et al (US 
2005/0028208 A1). 

Regarding Claim 46, Ellis discloses the limitations in Claim 1 and further discloses the 
information of the broadcast receiver (FIG.2a, -22) and an external terminal (FIG.2a, -24) 
comprises (a) a receiver number (like smart card number or receiver ID number for pay service 
purpose from set-top box) identifying the broadcast receiver and (b) a terminal number identifying 
the external terminal (like IP address for each PC when using cable modem to access the 
internet) and another number associated with the external terminal (an Ethernet address 
associated with the external terminal as Ellis discloses that the communication port including 
Ethernet, Para 76). 
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Ellis does not specifically disclose another number associated with the broadcast 
receiver. Ellis discloses assigning a unique name for each receiver (FIG.37, 1 160). Those skilled 
in the art acknowledge that naming could include assigning a unique identification number. 



invention was made to modify Ellis' system to include another number associated with the 
broadcast receiver as an easy way to keep track of each receiver by assigning a unique number 
particular to each user to remember. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Fred Peng whose telephone number is (571) 270-1 147. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday 08:30-1 8:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Chris Grant can be reached on (571 ) 272-7294. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 



Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 



Conclusion 



Fred Peng 
Patent Examiner 



1000. 




Supervisory Patent Examiner 



